
 

New Buckenham Parish Council, Minutes 20
th
 January 2016, Page 1   

 

 
 

New Buckenham Parish Council 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF New Buckenham Parish Council held on Wednesday  
20

th
 January 2016 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, Moat Lane 

 
Present: Councillors Karen Hobley (Chair), Andrew Bingham, Don Crossman, Mary Dowson and Nigel 

Redfern 
 
In Attendance: Mrs H A Clutten (Clerk), District Councillor A Joel 
 
Absent  
(without apologies) None 
 
Public: 4    
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and wished them a Happy New Year. 
  
16/1 To consider accepting apologies for absence: 
 

Council RESOLVED to accept apologies from Councillors Chirodian & Felton for reasons known to it. 
 
16/2 To approve the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 8

th
 December 2015: 

 
The draft Minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated.  Council RESOLVED to approve the Minutes 
as a true and accurate record of the meeting held on 8

th
 December 2015.  The Minutes were signed at the end 

of the meeting by the Chair, Karen Hobley. 
 
16/3 To receive reports of matters arising from the previous Minutes: for update and information only: 
 
 The condition of Church Farm has been reported to Breckland Council.  District Councillor Joel reported that 

Breckland Council are treating this as an ‘empty property’; it is becoming dilapidated.  Councillor Joel was 
asked to follow up this issue again with Breckland Council. 

 
 The speeding issue in Chapel Street had not been reported in Parish News; Councillors Redfern was asked to 

send a report to Councillor Dowson for inclusion in the next issue. 
 
16/4 To record Declarations of Interest not covered by the Current Register of Interests: 
 
 None reported. 
.                                 
16/5 To adjourn the meeting to allow public participation including: 
 

(a) Parishioners’ Comments & Questions:   
 
Issue raised: 
 
State of Church Farm. 
 
(b) District Councillor’s Report: 

 
The Breckland Local Plan is now out for consultation until 22

nd
 February 2016.  The documents are on the 

Breckland Council website and parish and town councils have been sent individual hard copies.  Comments 
should be forwarded to planningpolicy@breckland.gov.uk. 
 
Two pieces of land in New Buckenham have been offered by their owners for housing development; both are 
outside the village’s development envelope. 
 
Breckland Council aims to balance its finances by increasing Council Tax by 2% per annum in the medium 
term, and to grow its assets; the major development on District Council land in Thetford is one such project to 
produce additional income. 
 

mailto:planningpolicy@breckland.gov.uk
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Breckland Council is making a series of one-off grants to volunteers who give up their spare time to make the 
district a nicer place to live in.  This is part of a national campaign entitled “Clean up for the Queen” which is 
aimed at encouraging people to help tidy up their part of Britain ahead of the Queen’s 90

th
 birthday in the 

spring.  Volunteers who help make their town or village a little neater or tidier will be able to apply for a grant 
of up to £200 from Breckland Council to hold a barbecue, party or other event to celebrate the Queen’s 
birthday.  Funding applications have to be submitted to Breckland Council by 1

st
 February 2016.  The clean-up 

projects have to be carried between February and 21
st
 March 2016 and the celebratory events have to be held 

between April 21
st
 and 24

th
 2016, this being the weekend of the Queen’s birthday.  Full details of the grant 

scheme can be found on the Breckland Council website. 
  

(c) Parish Councillor Reports: 
 
Concern was voiced about the caravans in Carleton Rode – the Clerk was asked to report this to South 
Norfolk District Council’s Planning Department. 
 
The Chair asked for someone to put the date of the next Parish Council Meeting in the Parish News as she 
currently has no internet connection. 
 
It was reported that the last section of Bent Lane is becoming overgrown; the Clerk was asked to report this to 
Highways. 
  

Council meeting resumed. 
 

16/6 Planning: 
 

(1) Planning Application for Castle Hill Garage, to demolish garage and erect two houses – the Council 
considered this a positive move but would prefer to see 3 or 4 smaller houses on the site rather than 2 
large executive-type properties. 
 

(2) Planning Application for Ivy House, to replace garage and build room over – the Parish Council had no 
objections to this application. 

 
(3) Planning Permission for Turnpike Lodge, to erect timber garage – noted. 
 
(4) Planning Refusal for Oak View, Marsh Lane – noted. 

 
The above documents have been added to this month’s correspondence folder. 

 
16/7 To authorise payments, complete budgeting and decide on Precept for 2016/17: 
 

(a) To approve payments to be made: 
 

Council RESOLVED to authorise the following payments having added the invoice from Playdale 
Playgrounds Ltd for the annual survey of the Play Area on the Common: 
 
 

101811 
 

T T Jones, Street Light Maintenance, Jan, Feb, March 
2016 

£15.98 
 

£95.89 

101812 
 

Broadland Tree Services, Christmas Tree £40.00 
 

£240.00 

101813 
 

Mrs K Redfern, part repayment of allotment rent £0.00 
 

£17.00 

101814 
 

New Buckenham Village Hall Trust, Room Hire £0.00 
 

£54.00 

101815 
 

Mrs H A Clutten pay January 2016 plus expenses less 
standing order 

£0.00 
 

£140.74 

10816 
 

Playdale Playgrounds, Annual  Play Area Inspection 
(Clerk’s Spending Power) 

£39.00 
 

£234.00 

 
Total 

    
£94.98 

 
£781.63 
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For information: payments by DDR/SO 

    08.01.2016 Mrs H A Clutten, Basic Pay and Office Allowance less tax £0.00 
 

£238.74 

11.01.2016 E-ON Electricity for Street Lights - January 2016 £2.92 
 

£61.36 

24.01.2015 CPRE Subscription 0.00 
 

36.00 
 

(b)  To complete Budgeting for 2016/17 and to decide upon the Precept for 2016/17: 
 

Council RESOLVED to adopt an expenses budget of £18,748 for 2016/17.   
 
The Council’s estimated income for 2016/17 is £1,489 leaving a shortfall of £17,259 for expenses.  Council 
RESOLVED to increase the 2015/16 Precept by 5%, to £15,090, and to take the balance required, £2,169, 
from General Reserves. 
 

16/8 Street Lighting – to consider survey wording and use of Annual Parish meeting for further consultation: 
 

Following a discussion it was decided to hold the street lighting exhibition on a Saturday in March or April 
2016 instead of at the 2016 Annual Parish Meeting; Councillor Redfern was asked to complete the 
arrangements for this. 
 
The draft survey document was noted; it required some adjustments. 

 
16/9 To consider applying for Transparency Funding for a dedicated website and laptop: 
 
 Council RESOLVED to proceed with an application for Transparency Funding as drawn up by the Clerk. 
 
16/10 Play Area Update: 
 
 The annual Play Area inspection had been received and circulated to all Councillors. 
 

Councillor Chirodian is working on a plan to improve part of the Play Area.  District Councillor Joel provided 
information on play area grants available from Breckland Council, S106 funding. 

 
16/11 To consider what action should be taken regarding some trees in the Churchyard – update and consideration 

of next actions: 
 

The Clerk was asked to send information on this issue to Broadland Tree Services to request advice and a 
costing for the work. 

 
16/12 Project Fund Update – documents for approval: 
 

Council agreed two amendments to the Scheme Purpose document:  in 1.1 ‘ratepayers’ was changed to 
‘Council Tax Payers’ and in 3.1 ‘30

th
 March’ was changed to ‘31

st
 March’. 

 
Council RESOLVED to now adopt all documentation relating to the Project Fund and to add an item to the 
March Parish News. 
 

16/13 Housing Needs Survey – update and consideration of next actions: 
 

Council agreed to contact Saffron Housing to advise that there were now 2 sites under consideration which 
the Council would like it to inspect.  Saffron Housing is also to be asked to come to a meeting of the Council 
after inspecting the two sites. 

  
16/14 To receive items of correspondence: 
  

Clerks and Councils Direct, January 2016 
Play Equipment Leaflet, HAGS SMP 
SLCC, Clerk Magazine January 2016 
Breckland Council, Local Plan Consultation Documentation 
Breckland Council Planning Application for Castle Hill Garage 
Letter from South Norfolk Council, South Norfolk Local Plan Consultation 
Breckland Council, Planning Application for Ivy House, Market Place 
Breckland Council, Planning Permission for erection of timber building at Turnpike Lodge, Norwich Road 
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Breckland Council, Planning Refusal for Oak View, Marsh Lane 
 
 
16/15 To confirm the date of the next Parish Council Meeting: 
 

Potentially five Councillors may not be able to attend the next meeting on 9
th
 February 2016; date therefore to 

be determined. 
 

Items for the agenda will include: 
 

Noticeboard 
Grants for Play Area 
Car Park on Common 
Housing Needs Survey 
Street Lighting 
Local Plan Consultation 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.05pm. 
 
Signed Karen Hobley, Chair, 16

th
 February 2016 

 

 

 

  


