
 
Please see below my report for the parish council this week. 
 
1)At a meeting of full Council on the 28th November, Breckland Council members voted to adopt the 
proposed Local Plan. It sets out the policies which will be used to determine planning applications 
and identifies sites across the district which will be developed to meet housing, retail and 
employment requirements through until 2036. By identifying and allocating land for housing and 
businesses, the Local Plan is designed to give the Council more control of the location of these 
developments and to reduce the likelihood of ad-hoc development. The Local Plan has been in 
production since 2014 and subject to several public consultations, scrutiny by an independent 
planning inspector, and feedback from expert bodies such as Natural England, the Highways 
Authority, Historic England and the Environment Agency. 
As a result the council now has an identified five-year land supply. This is a set of specific sites 
sufficient to meet demand for housing over the coming five years. Having a five-year land supply 
gives the council greater control when considering planning applications for new housing, 
particularly on sites outside of areas defined in the Local Plan. However, the Council will be required 
to review key areas of the Plan including the housing requirement and development strategy to 
make sure it remains up to date. 
 
2) You will have seen some correspondence regarding the pot holes in Church St. I have been 
informed that this is programmed for repair so hopefully we will see it’s been done shortly. 
 
 
3)A fifth brand new Reuse shop Will be officially opened on Friday 20 December, at Snetterton 
recycling centre. This takes the total to fourteen. The aim is to help cut waste and boost 
recycling. Reuse shops are having a positive impact in cutting waste as each shop stops on average 
100 tonnes of reusable items being thrown away every year. 
The County Council’s reuse shops welcome donations of good quality second hand pieces and sell 
these on at bargain car boot prices. Helping to give things a new home reduces the amount of 
unwanted items going to waste and the income from sales in the shops helps to offset the cost of 
providing the recycling centre service. Since April 2018 Norfolk's reuse shops have been donating a 
proportion of their income to the current chosen charity, the East Anglian Air Ambulance, and a first 
cheque for £9,000 was presented to the charity earlier this year. Reuse shop stock depends on 
donations from the public - the following can often be 
found: DVDs/CDs, Books, Crockery, Toys/games, Pictures/picture frames, Ornaments, Garden 
tools, Bicycles*, Petrol lawn mowers*,Baby buggies* (*mechanical items are sold for spares and 
repairs only)  
 
If you have any questions on these or any other issues please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and all good wishes for 2020. 
 
Many Thanks. 
 
Steve. 
 
 
Stephen Askew 
NCC Member for Guiltcross Division  
Breckland District Council Member for The Buckenham’s & Banham Ward 
 


